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A Festival Where
Korean Calligraphy Leaps over the World

A Festival Where Korean Calligraphy Leaps over the World

I am so pleased that the 2015 World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do is to be held in
Jeollabuk-do, the Korean representative province of traditional culture and arts.
Jeollabuk-do is the heartland of calligraphy, having produced superb calligraphy artists
including Changam (Lee Samman), Seokjeon (Hwang Wook), and Gangam (Song
Seongyong), and has continued its brilliant history and tradition through the World
Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do.

Today, as cultural resources are evaluated to have limitless possibilities and high
additional values, it is highly beneficial to preserve and pass down the long history and
traditional culture in order to intensify the competitive ability of a country as well as an
individual, and to improve the quality of local residents’ lives.

In particular, Jeollabuk-do has always had an abundant amount of cultural resources
based on our own traditional culture, and calligraphy is one of our unique cultural
assets representing our region.

Therefore, it is high time we should bring a new sensation of calligraphy, a unique
aspect of east-Asian culture, to communicate with the world, and perform a variety of
endeavors to take a leading role to develop calligraphy art.

This year’s World Calligraphy Biennale sees its 10th anniversary, and it will be a
meaningful festive place where world calligraphy can get together to become one, while
artists and the audience communicate with each other. Further, calligraphy will make a
breakthrough through merging and converging with various other genres.

In the festival where we try to improve the quality of calligraphy and strive for Korean
calligraphy to become known throughout the world, the main characters are you, the
visitors.

I hope visitors to the 10th World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do will have a great
time in enjoying not only the artists’ passionate and soulful calligraphy works, but also
their changes and new trials in person.

Thank you.

October 17, 2015

Song Ha-jin
Governor of Jeollabuk-do
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From Material to Spirit
-Hoping calligraphy can lead ‘the period of humanities’-

Jeollabuk-do is called the province of arts, as there are poems, paintings, Pansori, and
calligraphy in this region. As, originally, poems, calligraphy, and paintings were one, and
Pansori is a lengthy gasa literary genre, the arts of Jeollabuk-do are proud of belonging
to humanities as they all contain profound philosophy as well as arts themselves.
Especially, calligraphy is the essential part of cultural arts of the east-Asian Chinese
culture range, so only strict humanitarian self training can raise its artistic values. I think
we are all blessed as we hold the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do, the feast
of calligraphy, here in Jeollabuk-do, the center of arts and humanities, every other year.
Since it took its first step as a cultural event to commemorate the 1997 Winter
Universiade Muju, the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do has developed and
grown to be one of the top international calligraphy festivals with the largest scale and
greatest authority over the last 22 years.

This year, we have prepared 28 programs divided into five sections for the monumental
1oth anniversary. We hope calligraphy can play a role to lead the era of humanities.
We truly appreciate the calligraphy artists in Korea and from all over the world who
submitted their great works for our festival.

Further, I'd like to express my sincere thanks to the Jeollabuk-do Government and
Jeollabuk-do Provincial Assembly and all the related institutes for their generous
support both materially and spiritually.

Thank you again to the artists who submitted their great works, and thank you to the
staff members who have dedicated themselves to the 10th World Calligraphy Biennale,
and lastly I wish you good luck.

October, 17, 2015

Heo Jingyu

Chair of the Organizing Committee,

World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do
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The World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do,
One of the Best Festivals of Culture and Arts

I'd like to send a special congratulatory message to the 10th World Calligraphy Biennale
of Jeollabuk-do - 2015, an international calligraphy festival held in Jeollabuk-do, where
the fragrance of tradition and culture is vivid.

Calligraphy is an artistically formative language containing Korean aroma and elegance,
and one of the precious cultural resources to be boasted of throughout the world. Thus,
it is meaningful and boastful that Jeollabuk-do has upheld the tradition of calligraphy
with great vigor through the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do.

From the beginning, Jeollabuk-do has always been known as the province of arts, where
people have developed refined pure arts. In particular, the cultural power of Jeollabuk-
do from calligraphy, sori, and food are the pride of the citizens who are deeply interested
in and affectionate of their own culture and traditional arts.

With the 1oth anniversary of the Calligraphy Biennale, which has grown to be the
momentous calligraphy culture festival of modern and contemporary calligraphy
history, I hope that the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do will grow and
develop itself as one of the leading Korean festivals, securing the base of calligraphy, our
traditional culture, solidly.

In the 2015 World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do, various programs will be held
including exhibitions, an academic convention, and experience programs with the
theme of “From Material to Spirit”. I hope visitors will understand the truth through
this festival, that calligraphy helps contemporary people to recover from mammonism,
sprucing up their bodies and minds to be humanistic and head into a spiritual realm
rather than a material one.

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, working with the governmental
slogan “cultural enrichment”, will pay continuous interest in and actively support the
development and revival of culture and arts, including calligraphy.

Lastly, I'd like to express my deepest gratitude for those who submit their works to
the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do, and those who have not spared their
strength for the successful Biennale, and special thanks to Jeollabuk-do citizens for their
deep interest and unsparing support.

October 17, 2015

Kim Jong-deok
Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism
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Congratulating
the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do

Hello, everyone!

We'd like to offer our congratulations on the opening of the 2015 World Calligraphy
Biennale of Jeollabuk-do, the representative calligraphy festival of Korea.

All the members of the Jeollabuk-do Provincial Assembly are fully aware that the
organizing committee of the World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do has never
spared their strength in order to globalize Korean calligraphy for the last 18 years, and
thus we’d like to extend our thanks for their great sacrifice.

As this is a world class festival and we can enjoy calligraphy works, literary paintings,
and calligraphy crafts coming from all over the world in one place, this festival is a
prestigious event that makes our citizens proud. Further, the meaning of this festival
gains in importance year after year.

From ancient times, learned men have always thought the four precious aspects of study
were their close friends to keep at their side throughout their whole life. Wise men have
said that when the four friends, brush, ink, inkstand, and paper are beside them, they
cannot do anything else but read books in order to excel at studying, and also without
studying they cannot achieve their goals. Our ancestors wrote with brushes. Each letter
written on paper resembled a small blade of grass, or a flower petal blooming at the
end of the brush with the fragrance of ink. This is because letters written with brushes
show us the tracks of life. Calligraphy has been assessed as the seed or the flower of
the Eastern arts since long ago, as it contains the spirit of the times energetically with
superb forms expressing their noble thoughts to lead their times.

Calligraphy is said to be a typically aesthetic art, which expresses the artist’s personality
with the topic of learning the new while reviewing the old. Therefore, calligraphy
can be understood as a unique art creating freshly new values while securing its own
personality range. In doing so, it absorbs merits and decreases demerits, frequently
crossing the old and the present. For appreciators as well as the artists themselves, the
aim of calligraphy is to cultivate an elegant mind.

We have heard that the 2015 World Calligraphy Biennale of Jeollabuk-do has prepared
28 events divided into five sections. Through the festival “From Material to Spirit”, we
sincerely hope that the big wind arising in Jeollabuk-do, the typical arts province, will
spread throughout the world. Thank you.

October 17, 2015

Kim Gwang-soo
Chair of Jeollabuk-do Provincial Assembly
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Exhibition for Mutual Living of World Calligraphy(Exhibition of Solidarity)
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Exhibition of Replicated Hangeul Calligraphy Heritages
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Exhibition of Soulful Weird Calligraphy
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Exhibition of Calligraphy Flags at the riverside

2ol

)

WER

(F

EXIZEME(
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Exhibition of Songs of Wood Calligraphy
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Exhibition of the Spirit of Jeollabuk-do Calligraphy
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Invitational Exhibition of the ‘13 Grand Prix Winner
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Invitational Exhibition of Commemoration Contest Winners
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Enjoy Good Luck with Calligraphy
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I Am a Calligraphy Artist, Too
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Writing Family Precepts and Mottos for Visitors
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Hanok Village and Hanging Boards
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